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Tur first Monday of June, 1869, that being the seventh 
day of the month, witnessed one of the finest parades the 
noble annals of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Com- 
pany of Boston have ever recorded. The weather was in all 
respects favorable; and (although the company is composed 
of no fair-weather soldiers) the muster was unusually large, 
including between three and four hundred members. The 
glorious associations belonging to the corps, its soldier-like 
appearance, the excellence of the music, and the great respect 
entertained for the members as individuals and as an aggre- 
gated body, brought out a large concourse of people to witness 
the public proceedings of the Company. 

Reveille, as usual, was sounded not far from “rosy dawn” 
by the veteran Dan Simpson, with drum, and “Si” Smith 
with his ear-piercing fife, who woke the echoes and attracted 
the attention of the people along Washington Street at that 
hour to the fact that the " Ancients” were to parade. 

At Faneuil Hall the early breakfast found an unusually 
large number of the corps on hand to enjoy it, and until ten 
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o’clock the time was passed in adjusting uniforms, and in de- 
positing greenbacks in the hands of the clerk for seats at the 
annual dinner, for which the hall was being prepared and 
beautifully decorated. 

Promptly at ten o’clock the Company was in line in front 
of Faneuil Hall, and, with Gilmore’s full band playing some 
of their best music, began its march to the State House, pass- 
ing through South Market, Commercial, State, Washington, 
Bromfield, Tremont, and Beacon streets. 

In the line were soldiers of all grades, from the Major 
General down to the high private, proud to do duty in the 
ranks of the Ancients and Honorables. General Banks was 
there, and Generals Cowdin and Pierson and Lawrence, and 
scores of other officers, whose military fame was nobly 
earned upon the battle-fields of the late rebellion. The fol- 
lowing officers of the Company were present for duty : — 


* Captain — Major George O. Carpenter, of Boston. 
First Lieutenant — Brev. Brig. Gen. Wm. H. Lawrence, 
of East Boston. 


Second Lieutenant (Clerk and Assistant Paymaster) — 
George H. Allen, of Boston. 

Adjutant — Lieut. Charles Dodd (in place of Brig. Gen. 
Horace C. Lee, of Springfield, who was detained in conse- 
quence of a severe accident). 

First Sergeant — Capt. A. A. Folsom, of Boston. 

Second Sergeant — Capt. Caleb E. Niebuhr, of Boston. 

Third Sergeant — John C. Farnham, of Boston. 

Fourth Sergeant — H. K. W. Hibbard, of Boston. 

Lfth Sergeant — David F. McGilvray, of Boston. 

Sixth Sergeant —Capt. William H. Cundy, of Boston. 

Seventh Sergeant — Lieut. Isaac Watts, of Belmont. 

Eighth Sergeant — John Botume, Jr., of Malden. 

Ninth Sergeant — Capt. Caleb Drew, of Charlestown. 

Tenth Sergeant — Major John W. Mahan, of Boston. 
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Treasurer and Paymaster — Capt. John G. Roberts, of 
Boston. 


Quartermaster — Capt. Charles S. Lambert, of East Cam- 
bridge. 
Armorer — Capt. Richard M. Barker, of Boston. 


A strong force of police, commanded by Sergeant 8S. S. 
Foster, of the Second Station, headed the column. The first 
platoon was commanded by Capt. A. A. Folsom, the popular 
Superintendent of the Providence Railroad, and his right 
guide, Pfaff, had the honor of marching shoulder to shoulder 
with General Banks. Next to the latter, in the front rank, 
were Generals Cowdin and Wass. 

There were seven platoons in uniform, the sixth of which, 


* under Capt. Cundy, with Capt. A. F. Walcott as right guide, 


was the color platoon, and consisted of twenty stalwart men 
in Continental uniform. There were about one hundred and 
forty men in full uniform, and nine more platoons, containing 
in the whole two hundred men in black dress suits and cha- 
peaux, with swords. 

The march from Faneuil Hall to the State House, by the 
route above mentioned, was lined by immense crowds, who, 
at several points, greeted the Company with cheers. On ar- 
riving in front of the capitol, the column paraded in open 
order, with the right resting on Park Street. Shortly there- 
after His Excellency Governor Claflin and staff appeared 
upon the steps at the gateway, opposite the colors of the 
command, and were received with the customary salute. 

The march was then renewed, the Governor and staff, 
members of the Common,Council, and several Senators, fall- 
ing in behind the color guard. The column moved down 
Beacon Street to Charles, thence round te Tremont Street, 
passing along the Tremont Street mall to the West Street 
gate, then through West, Bedford, Kingston, and Summer 
to Devonshire, and up Milk to the Old South Church, where 
the annual religious exercises took place. The galleries of 
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the church had been previously filled, principally by ladies. 
The Company having been seated in the body of the church, 
the exercises were conducted as follows : — 


I. VOLUNTARY ON THE ORGAN. 
. TE DEUM. 


UI. SELECTIONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES. 
Reap By Rey. Mr. Woopuury. 


Iv. ANTHEM. 
“EVER THUS IN Gop’s Hign Pratses.” 


V. PRAYER. 


VI. ORIGINAL HYMN. 


WRITTEN By Rev. J. T. GREENWOOD, AND SUNG To THE TUNE OF 
““KeLier’s Hymn.” 


Infinite One! whose lowest thought 
Angels in vain have soared to read; 

By whom yon glowing worlds are taught 
The steps their joyous cycles tread! 

Clad in War’s panoply, while Peace 
Again has hovered o’er our land, 

Wecome to mingle prayer and praise 
For blessings from thine open hand. 


We come to ask Thy wisdom’s light 

To shine along our perilled way, 
Revealing Justice, Truth, and Right, 

To lead us on to perfect day. 

” Our country on our hearts we bear 

Near to Thy throne, and blessings crave 
To shield from every lurking snare; 

From anarchy to hold and save. 
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We plead, — Let Union’s golden band 
All sections in its cincture twine, 
That Thou may’st smile upon our land, 
And own and bless it ever Thine! 
Thou art our Trust! on Thee alone 
In storm and sunshine we depend; 
Help us, Thou just and Holy One; 
Lead on! lead upward to the end! 


VII. SERMON. 
By Rey. Aucustus Woopsury, or WEsTMINsTER CHURCH, PROVENCE, 
R.I. 


VIII. PRAYER AND BENEDICTION. 


The following is the Sermon preached on the occasion by 
Rev. Mr. Woodbury : — 


SERMON. 


Tho First Epistlo of John, v. 4. 
“WHATSOEVER IS BORN OF GoD OVERCOMETH THE WORLD: AND THIS 18 THE VICTORY 


THAT OVERCOMETH THE WORLD, EVEN OUR FAITH.” 


I~ the church of the Capuchins at Rome is a 
famous painting by Guido, representing the triumph 
of the archangel Michael over the evil one. There is 
a remarkable beauty in the coloring, a wonderful 
grace in the attitude and figure of the victor, as he 
stands poised in the air above his prostrate foe, his 
sword uplifted to deal the finishing stroke, his wings 
outspread, his face serene in the consciousness of 
power, and beaming with the glory of his great vic- 
tory. The demon lies prone upon the ground, 
writhing beneath the foot of the archangel. His face 
is slightly upturned, — sufficiently to show its base, 
malignant expression. There, clearly marked, are 
the hate which could end only in death, and the vin- 
dictiveness which even despair could not extinguish. 

At the first sight it seems, as though no completer 
representation of the victory which overcometh evil 


could be made in art. But on a second look, it will 
2 
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be observed, that, although the execution is faultless, 
yet there are no signs of the fierce conflict which 
must have preceded the victory that is thus por- 
trayed. There is not even a notch in the archangel’s 
sword, not a rent in the mantle. The feathers of the 
brilliant wings are unruffled. There is not a dent, 
not a single mark of battle on the gay and burnished 
armor. There is a certain blithe and joyous air per- 
vading the entire person, as though such a battle were 
the pastime of a holiday. This may be the way in 
which angels carry on their warfare, but not so men. 
Fighting with the great adversary, we can hardly 
hope to keep our armor always bright or the plu- 
mage of our souls undisturbed. There are blows to 
take, as well as to give. It is not unlikely that 
grievous wounds will be received in the rough en- 
counter. 

In the royal gallery at Versailles there is a paint- 
ing of a different sort. It is an equestrian portrait 
of a Marshal of France, who had fought bravely with 
his country’s foes. He sits upon his horse, with one 
wooden leg in the stirrup. One sleeve of his coat is 
empty. Over one eye is painted a patch to conceal 
its loss. But one ear remains tohim. His face is 
scarred and war-worn, yet it wears a high and 
noble expression. He is evidently a man who has 
known and endured the exposure of long campaigns, 
and has faced without flinching the fiercé storms of 
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battle and siege. Over the painting is an inscription 
containing the name of the soldier, and these memo- 
rable words: “He scattered everywhere his limbs and 
his glory; his blood was in a hundred places the 
price of his victory; and the warfare in which he en- 
gaged left nothing sound about him but his heart.” * 

The second painting seems to me to express an 
idea more in accord with the true nature of human 
conflicts. There are losses to suffer, and pains to 
bear. The archangel wins his victory, without these 
sad conditions. 


= 5 ie & “The sword 
Of Michael, from the armory of God, 
Was given him temper’d so, that neither keen 
Nor solid might resist that edge.” 


But man gains his triumphs only at the cost of 
self-sacrifice. The sword which he wields is met 
by one of equal temper. The crown which he ex- 
pects to wear —the everlasting crown of his glory 
— comes within his reach, only when he is “ready to 


*Josias, Conte de Ravrzau, born in Denmark, 1609, died at Paris, 
Sept. 4, 1650. He servedin Holland, Flanders, Switzerland, and Germany. 
He was made Marshal of France in 1645. In the different battles and 
sieges in which he participated, he lost an eye, an ear, an arm, and a leg, 
and in one siege he received no less than seven wounds. His epitaph is 
as follows :— 


«© Du corps du grand Rautzau tu n’as qu'une des parts; 
L’autre moitie resta dans les plaines de Mars; 
I dispersa partout ses membres et sa gloire; 
Tout abattu qu’il fut, il demeura vainqueur; 
Son sang fut en cent lieux le prix de sa victoire, 
Et Mars ne lui laisse rien d’entier que le cour.” 
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be offered.” In order to gain, man must learn how 
to lose. But let him be careful as to that which he 
decides to lose. It is his choice, which not only 
marks his manhood, but adjudges him victory or de- 
feat. If, like the French marshal, he keeps his faith 
true and his heart sound, although he may be broken 
and maimed by many wounds of body, he still comes 
off the conqueror from the strife; for he gives the 
less for the greater, gaining the life eternal. But 


what if he should give the greater for the less? . 


What is he advantaged then, “if he gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul”? 

The subject thus introduced to your attention, I 
propose to consider under three heads: — 

I. Human life is a conquest, as well as a conflict. 

I. The conquest is to be gained by faith, virtue, 
earnestness of purpose, self-surrender to the Divine 
will, and obedience to Divine laws. 

Ill. The fruits of the conquest are to be found in 
the increased welfare of mankind. 

“Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the 
world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith.” 

It is a common practice to regard human life as a 
great battle,—a never-ending, always-recurring 
struggle, — and man as a soldier, who must always 
be ready to take the field and face the foe. It seems, 
sometimes, as though there were a sound of trumpets 
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in the air. In the familiar duties of life we are not 
seldom ranged in battle-array. Even in our peaceful 
Sunday worship the hymns we sing are often per- 
vaded with this spirit, and are like the stirring lyrics, 
that set a nation’s heart on fire. 


“Man's life is the holy land; 
We, Lord, thy crusader band; 
On our shield thy cross we bear; 
By our side thy sword we wear; 
Shield of faith, so stout, so strong! 
Sword of truth, so bright, so long!” 


But we can rise to a higher thought. Human 
life has its victories, and man is the conqueror. He 
has written the records of his conquests, over all the 
earth, and on all the pages of human history. In the 
different scenes of human action he has vindicated 
the power of mind, and soul, and spirit. Material 
interests, earthly acquisitions, the difficulties of na- 
ture, the animosities of hostile prejudices, have all 
been compelled to succumb to the persistent energy 
with which human virtue has pushed forward its vic- 
torious forces, and enlarged the boundaries of its 
dominion. 

Looking over the field of human life in our own 
day, what do we perceive? Civilization is extending ; 
knowledge is increasing; science is making known to 
men the secrets of the universe; the charities of life 
are ever seeking and ever finding new and improved 
methods for ameliorating the ills of distressed hu- 
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manity; religion is infusing its spirit of love into 
human society, liberalizing opinions, rebuking big- 
otry, harmonizing differences of belief, and producing 
a freer, more tolerant, and more generous faith. We 
cannot examine the wide domain of human thought 
in any part, without observing the signs of human 
progress in every direction. The intellectual, moral 
and religious perceptions are quickened and clarified. 
Man seems to be pursuing a course, which has in it 
the elements of everything good and lasting, and 
which has for its end nothing less than perfection. 
All the movements of the human mind and soul ap- 
pear to be conspiring for the accomplishment of this 
grand result. 

Let me not be considered as indulging in a senti- 
mental optimism. No one is more conscious than 
myself of the presence of great evils and wrongs, 
which check the forward movement of humanity. 
Human life is by no means purified in its conditions 
and characteristics. There are still arduous con- 
flicts to engage in, and a severe warfare to carry on. 
But I believe, that that Divine power which controls 
events is always on the side of the right and the 
true. Man has been victorious in a thousand con- 
flicts before, and he will be victorious in the conflicts 
which yet challenge his courage and his hope. The 
assurance of victory is the stimulus to his endeavors. 
How can he ever win, unless he is animated by the 
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certainty of triumph? He knows that he can con- 
quer. The brave spirits of the former times have 
proved the capabilities of the human soul. The eyil 
has yielded, has fallen, has been stricken down. It 
will be stricken down again. Goodness, born of 
God, is partaker of the Divine omnipotence. It is 
sure toovercome. In these great struggles there can 
be but one end. The angel will stand victorious 
above the demon. 

Man conquers under leadership. That which we 
possess to-day has come into our possession through 
the efforts, the struggles, the sacrifices of past gener- 
ations, led on by some brave souls that saw the 
future, with the determination to be victorious over it. 
So from the prolific bosom of human society went 
forth, from time to time, the explorers, the discover- 
ers, the reformers, the soldiers, the scholars, the 
prophets, the saints, the martyrs, the apostles, who 
by their exploits have given surpassing glory to hu- 
manity. In the fulness of time came to the world 
the Redeemer, the great Captain of our salvation, 
leading all the rest in the enterprise of overcoming 
the world. 

From the very start man has been engaged in this 
work of conquest. Expelled from the first Eden, his 
task was to construct a new, better, and brighter 
paradise. His memory clung to the past. His hope 
reached forward to the future. The secret power 
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which underlies his action is the resolution to make the 
whole earth an Eden. So, taking up his work, he 
has made the primal curse a blessing. He has forced, 
from earth, and sea, and the powers of the air, 
their treasures, and made them all subservient to his 
uses and the supply of his needs. He uses and en- 
joys the world, because he first has conquered it. 
When Columbus “sailed with God the seas,” and 
trusting in himself and the protecting Providence, 
came safely to land at last,he was a type of those 
strong and faithful men, who have, in every age, 
stood forward to lead their race. "Where have they 
not been? What have they not done? The heat of 
the tropics; the icy waters of either pole; the un- 
known horrors of the wilderness, the tempests and 
shoals of remotest seas; lofty mountain-summits, on 
which rest eternal snows; desolate volcanoes, from 
which burst forth, as it were, the fires of hell itself,— 
all have proved insufficient to stop the career of this 
mighty conqueror, man. He invades the realms of 
superstition, and puts to flight the phantoms which 
have scared the world for ages. He marches boldly 
into the territory of evil, and dispossesses the demons 
_ that have cursed the earth and its inhabitants. He 
girdles the globe with his intelligence, enterprise, and 


skill, making straight for himself a highway over 


ocean and continent, bringing distant places near 
to each other, to carry everywhere the fruits of his 
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virtue and valor. Nay, he ventures forth from the 


firm planet which he inhabits, sweeps out into space, 
challenges the powers of nature,—and subdues 
them. The lightnings run upon his familiar errands, 
across the land, beneath the sea, and the spirits of 
the air wait to do his bidding. The marvellous 
deeds of the Eastern tales are surpassed by the 
familiar prosaic facts of our Western life. 

It is in the domain of religious things that man’s 
chief conquests are won. The victory over self is 
the greatest and most glorious triumph of all. “He 
that ruleth his spirit,” says Solomon, “is better than 
he that taketh a city.” To conquer the passions and 
sins of human life is the task most difficult for man. 
Yet that has been accomplished. The saints and 
martyrs have won for themselves the highest place in 
human regards, for they are confessedly at the head 
of human life. To contend for truth and God, fol- 
lowing that cross which is the sign of a world-wide 
triumph; to win for truth and God,—that is the 
height of human greatness. Intellectual achieve- 
ments are worthy of high honors. Successful war is 
crowned with glory. Science wears her well-earned 
laurels. But religion, with her crown and palm, 
dims their glory, * by reason of the glory that ex- 
celleth.” : 

Christianity has been declared to be “not a dream 
but a battle.” 

3 


Christianity is a victory, —a victory 
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over sin, and hell, and death. Its conquests have been 
gained on the field of the human soul, where passion. 
and reason, inclination and duty, self-interest and 
self-sacrifice, the love of the world and the love of 
God, have contended for the mastery. It is only 
when Christianity enters the arena, bringing celes- 
tial weapons with her, that the contest is decided. 
As on afield of battle, where two armies are contend- 
ing with nearly equal fortune, the arrival of a timely 
re-enforcement at once determines the issue of the 
fray; so in the fierce conflict between good and 
evil, which rages in the human soul, and in human 
life, the advent of the Gospel of Christ, with its re- 
newing power, decides the strife. Christianity, intro- 
ducing a; new spirit into the life of mankind, has 
been gradually lifting up human society, casting 
out the demons which infested it, and making real 
the philanthropist’s hope and the enthusiast’s dream. 
Human destiny is no longer doubtful. The good 
conquers the evil, passion yields to reason, the sense 
of duty is stronger than personal inclination, the sac- 
rifice of self subdues the love of self, the service of 
God has afuller satisfaction than the service of the 
world. The legend of St. Christopher is always re- 
peating itself in human life. Man obeys only the 
strongest, and the little child, who is carried over the 
stream of human history, proves himself more 
powerful than all the forces of Satan. Christianity 
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goes forth, “conquering and to conquer.” It stimu- 
lates the human intellect, affections,.sensibilities, the 
moral and religious faculty. It takes the wealth, the 
knowledge, the power, which man has gained, and 
turns them to its own uses. But by this very deed, 
which induces an entire surrender to its laws, it 
enriches man more bountifully, makes him wise unto 
salvation, and gives him a world-wide dominion. 
Human society, human laws, human institutions of 
every kind, are bent to its sway. Christ subdues the 
nations and kingdoms unto himself. But when the 
conquest is complete, they find that their subjection 
is their perfect freedom. ‘ Whatsoever is born of 
God overcometh the world.” 

II. The conquests of human life have been gained 
by the exercise of the highest spiritual faculties of 
human nature. If you consider the lives of those 
men who have overcome the world, and analyze 
their character, you will perceive that they are men 
of great courage, faith, earnestness, and spiritual 
power. “The estimation and value of man,” says 
Montaigne, “consists in the heart and the will; there 
his true honor lives. “Valor is stability, not of legs and 
arms, but of the courage and the soul. It does not 
lie in the goodness of our horse, or of our arms, but 
in ourselves.” Every man’s real and permanent 
success in his enterprises depends upon the quality 
and quantity of genuine life which he has in himself, 
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and which he imparts to others. There are some 
men who delude themselves with the thought that 
money can buy everything. They have not learned 
that the best things of life are never in the market. 
Nor have they learned that the reputation, position, 
power over men, influence and honor in the coun- 
cils of the State, which are purchasable, can never be 
enduring. It does not need the words of an apostle 
to tell us that the gift of God cannot be“ purchased 
with money.” 

There are some who believe that knowledge is 
power; and so it is. But knowledge is power, in the 
true sense, only when it is used for the benefit and 
blessing of human life. Knowledge, perverted to 
bad ends, and employed for evil purposes, is an abuse 
of a Divine endowment, and accomplishes only mis- 
chievous results. It is character that should stand 
behind knowledge, and make it effectual for the pro- 
motion of human welfare. There are some who 
believe in the superior power of brute force. 
“Heaven is on the side of the heaviest battalions.” 
Yes! But only when they are directed by the 
genius of the great commander. Macaulay describes 
the physical features of the two greatest soldiers of 
Hurope, when William of Orange and the Duke of 
Luxembourg led the rival powers, whose wars have 
deluged more than one continent with blood. The 
former of these distinguished captains was “slender 
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and feeble” of frame, “pensive, severe, and solemn” 
of aspect, and with cheek and face “pale, thin, and 
deeply furrowed by sickness and by care.” The features 
of the latter “ were frightfully harsh; his stature was 
diminutive; a huge and pointed hump rose on his 
back; his constitution was feeble and sickly.” Yet 
in these two men, weak and repulsive in person, 
dwelt those high qualities of mind which shine out 
so conspicuously amid the din, and smoke, and fires 
of war. They divided the honors of their time 
between them, by the sheer force of genius. The 
“Grand Monarch,” in his stateliness, wealth and 
pride, did not compare with these men, whom he 
could eclipse in everything but that which makes 
men really great. The heathen mythology deified 
the power of brute force in the person of Hercules, 
small of brain but vast in limb. The Christian 
estimate of power is in the quality of mind, and heart, 
and soul. The man of to-day with his force of ideas 
is stronger than the heathen demigod. “The 
weak things of the world” have been chosen“ to con- 
found the things which are mighty.” For ‘the weak 
things, when filled with God’s spirit, have also a por- 
tion of God’s almightiness. 

History, when read aright, is full of such illustra- 
tions; for History is the record of man’s spiritual 
achievements, even more than of his physical exploits. 
We need to read between the lines. As in man’s 
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life there are spiritual qualities which we must per- 
ceive, before we can rightly judge of his character; 
so in human history, we need to go beneath the sur- 
face and ascertain what hidden force it is that moves, 
directs, and controls. Hvents are nothing, if we 
do not know the spirit which informs them. But 
when once we have understood that secret power, 
and discovered the direction of its impulsions, we 
can, even as by prophetic foresight, predict the 
course of events. Hxamine any epoch, and ascertain 
its spirit, and the true philosophy of history is laid 
open before you. That spirit will govern events, and 
carry them, against all the efforts of man to the con- 
trary, as the current of the ocean will carry the drift- 
wood along its irresistible course. Sometimes there 
is a hidden spirit beneath the superficial life, as there 
are secret currents in the sea, which determines 
the direction of events. The unsuccessful man is he 
who attempts to combat the spirit of the age in which 
he lives; the successful man is he who lives inaccord- 
ance with its laws. 

What is this spirit but the Divine Will? ‘To live 
in accordance with it, — what is that but obedience 
to Divine commands? God is in history. God is in 
all human life. Christ is in history, and in human 
life. Hven though an age may be — as sometimes it 
is — weak and cowardly, and apparently given over 
to the service of material interests, yet there is in 
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its heart, deep and not always perceptible though it 
be, a love for better and nobler things. And he is 
the prophet, and the interpreter of the age, who can 
discern this profound sentiment, appeal to it, bring it 
up to the surface and impel, encourage, or persuade 
it into active, forceful life. Ten years ago we 
seemed to be upon the brink of national destruction. 
There appeared to be weakness and cowardice every- 
where, in the national councils, in the ranks of the 
people. But beneath all this, there was in the hearts of 
the people a spirit of patriotism, of self-devotion to 
duty, of chivalrous courage, of trust in God, which 
rose up in its might, defying the power which would 
despoil this fair domain of liberty and law, and, by 
brave endurance and countless sacrifices, redeeming 
the state from its thraldom! Yes, the truth of God 
underlies the history and the life of man, and, by 


its inspiration, makes actual before the world that * 


heroism and virtue, which before lay only in possibili- 
ty. Who would have dreamed, looking only upon 
the surface of our life, that, in our American youth 
lay undeveloped those splendid qualities of manhood, 
which have made our annals illustrious, waiting only 
for the “ fulness of time” to be revealed? ‘We little 
thought, indeed, that, in the student’s solitary cham- 
ber, in the lawyer’s office, in the merchant’s counting- 
room, in the mechanic’s work-shop, and the farmer’s 
grain- field, were to be found the young men, who 
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should prove themselves wortliy to stand by the side 
of the great soldiers of the world, and fit to lead the 
armies of the Republic to victory. Nor were there 
many, who believed, however great might have been 
their reverence for the women of America, that there 


“was in them a better virtue than ever Spartan 


mothers showed, — to be developed in camp and 
hospital, in lonely and bereaved homes. Ah! heroism 
is not altogether a thing of the past, nor has saintli- 
ness wholly migrated to the skies! 

Now, the faith, that “ overcometh the world,” is the 
discernment of the spirit of which I have spoken, — 
the discernment of the presence of God in human 
affairs, of the power of his truth, and of the ideal, 
spiritual forces of human life. The man without faith 
wins no permanent conquests, because, in his plans of 
life, he does not take into account the moral and spirit- 
ual powers, which are sure to enter into the conflict. 
When the very “stars in their courses fight against 
Sisera,” the wheels of his chariot must needs tarry, 
and his mother and her damsels look vainly for his 
triumphal return from the fray. It is faith that con- 
quers: — 

“The instinct that can tell 


That God is on the fiela, when he 
Is most invisible!” 


It is the faith that recognizes in man his capacity 
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for Divine work and a Divine life. The moral and 
religious principles, that reside in the human soul, are 
the germs of noblest achievements. Every conquest, 
that has filled the world with its glory, has been won 
only in alliance with those spiritual forces, which 
move the depths of man’s being. 

A. German writer has said that “No man ever pro- 
duced any great work or accomplished any great 
deed, who did not believe in God.” Our own obser- 
vation confirms the truth of the declaration. It has 
been, because men have believed, that God was with 
them,—the Divine power, entering into human 
weakness, and making it strong, and the Divine 
wisdom, guiding human ignorance, and making it 
wise, — that they have been able to overcome. Men 
have dreamed of doing great things for their race, 


have carried their hope in their hearts for years, have 


tried to speak it to the world, have found but few 


listeners, have yet held it fast, and never let it go. 
Then they have had faith that God was with them, 
and would carry them through the enterprise, which 
they had planned. Their fellow-men might not be- 
lieve, and might even oppose. But the omnipotent 
arm would be laid bare in their behalf. In the 
strength of that assurance, they went to the work, 
the conflict, the struggle, the hardness, which every 
soldier of the truth must endure. Every difficulty 


vanished. Every labor became easy. Lvery peril 
4 oe 
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receded before them. Every hardship was made 
light. Even death itself lost all its terrors. Then, 
as they looked forward over the coming years, their 
eyes lighted by their faith, to them the conquest was 
.as surely gained, as though they saw the banners of 
the advancing hosts which they led, marching to a 
certain victory. Hven though they might fall by the 
way, overcome by treachery or hate, they still were 
convinced that God had taken up their work and 
would give to it success. So, if they died before the 
field was fully won, it was with a smile of triumph on 
their lips! 

In such faith is virtue, for it is the source of genu- 
ine manhood. In such faith is a sublime earnestness, 
for it carries the whole nature forward, employing all 
its power. In such faith is complete obedience to 
Divine laws, for man thus forgets himself in God, 
and gives himself wholly to the impulse of the Divine 
will. In such faith,—and it may glorify the bum- 
blest as well as the highest soul, making woman for- 
get her weakness, and giving to timid, tender, and 
trembling hearts a hero’s strength, —in such faith is 
victory—victory over sin, and death, and hell! “This 
is the victory which overcometh the world, even our 
faith.” 

Til. The fruits of the conquest are to be found in 
the increased welfare of mankind. Divine Provi- 
dence has so ordered the events of life, that every 
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victory, which overcometh the world, should enure 
to the world’s benefit. ‘No man liveth to himself.” 
If he live faithfully and bravely, his life will be for 
the benefit of thousands of his fellow-creatures. No 
act of duty, no deed of virtue, can be confined within 
the limits of the scene which first witnessed its per- 
formance. <A true word, which was spoken a thou- 
sand years ago, stirs our hearts to-day. The exploit, 
which once made an entire age illustrious, still shines 
over this passing century. The life, which knew not 
what self-interest. means, and which, in obedience to 
God and in behalf of man, sacrificed itself, in time 
remote and on a distant continent, imparts itself to 
all men now, and creates new life even within the 
ribs of death. It is the providential law, by which 
the ages of human life are bound one to another, and 
the line of human history is preserved unbroken. It 
is the providential law by which the seed, that was 
sown in some century long past, germinates ‘in the 
soil of human experience, springs up and covers hu- 
man society with its growth, and makes the fields to- 
day white with its abundant harvest. Sometimes the 
seed is sown in tears and blood, in furrows turned up 
by the red ploughshare of war and sacrifice. But 
the truth of the Psalmist’s declaration has been illus- 
trated in our own personal and national life: “They 
that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth 
forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubt- 
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less come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him.” 

“Every victory,” says Cousin, “draws infallibly 
after it a progress of humanity. The cause of the 
victor is always the better cause; it is the cause of 
civilization, of the present and the future, while the 
cause of the vanquished party is always that of the 
past. The great man vanquished is a great man mis- 
placed in his time; his triumph would have retarded 
the march of the world. Therefore,” he concludes, 
“the vanquished ought to haye been vanquished.” 
It must be evident that this sweeping generalization 
is drawn, not from the survey of a single field, but of 
along campaign, of an entire war, of the great con- 
flicts of humanity itself. Single battles may be lost. 
Individual men may perish. But the great cause of 
human good is sure of its triumph. And who shall 
say that the fall of those who shed their blood, and 
died before the issue was decided, has not aided in 
assuring the final victory ? Thus it is that the blood 
of the martyrs has become the seed of the church. 
Thus it is that from the dust of heroes, on whose 
graves the flowers are still bright and fragrant, 
springs up a better bloom and beauty and vigor for 
all our national life. Yes, the victories of the past 
have been achieved in the interest of humanity, and 
those which we are winning in the present shall bear 
for future generations immortal fruits. Battles are 
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the conflicts of ideas. “Victories, whether in war or 
peace, are the triumphs of principles. It is truth 
contending with error, and, in the long warfare, it is 
truth that wins. Herein is the glory that shines 
around the brave soldier and the faithful man, 
that he has fought his life-battle courageously, and, 
by enduring unto the end, has won the victory at 
last. It is indeed a high renown to contend in the 
cause of humanity, and to win the prize which fitly 
crowns the triumph. This is the reason why military 
glory holds so high a rank in the estimation of man- 
kind — because, in war, not bayonets, musketry, and 
cannon fight, but ideas, principles, moral and spirit- 
ual forces, and he who guides these successfully 
shows the greatness both of intellect and soul; and 
because successful war, undertaken for these, helps 
on the progress of the human race. 

Need I illustrate? Cast your eye over the long 
reaches of history, and see how humanity receives 
her own. The necessities of civilization demanded 
that Greece should triumph over Persia; that Rome 
should conquer the barbarous tribes of three conti- 
nents; that Christian Europe should beat back the 
armies of the Saracen; that England — winning first 
her own freedom through revolution and conflict — 
that England and her allies should send the first Na- 
poleon into exile; that Russia should be defeated in 
the Crimea; that Austria should lose her influence in 
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Northern Germany, and be entirely expelled from 
Italy. The necessities of civilization equally de- 
manded that the united colonies of America, first 
breaking the power of France in the New World, 
should separate themselves from Great Britain and 
become the United States; that the rebellion which 
slavery had excited should be crushed by the forces of 
constitutional liberty, and the great empire of freedom 
be established from lake to gulf, from sea to sea! 
So, in the great revolutions which have taken place 
in human industry, science, religion, philanthropy, 
art, it is humanity which has always gained. “What- 
ever of private fame, or honorable distinction, has 
gathered around the names of those who were fore- 
most in these movements, has been won — it is well 
to remember it — because they wrought, not for 
themselves, but for their race; because they wrought 
in faith — faith in goodness, in humanity, in God! 
Soipiers or rum ANnctrent AND HonorsBLE AR- 
TILLERY Company: The subject which I have at- 
tempted to discuss before you this morning, seems to 
me of eminent practical interest, not alone in its ap- 
plication to movements of public importance, but also 
to the education of individual manhood. Before each 
man of us is the same great conflict. In each man’s 
heart should be the hope of the same great conquest; 
in each man’s soul the powers which win the victory. 
It is the fortune of but few to be leaders in the march 
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of human affairs, or to occupy a prominent position 
before the world. Most of us must be content to fill 
a private station, and there to do the work of life, 
comparatively unnoticed and unknown. But, as in a 
great army, each man has his own place, and, in order 
to keep the line unbroken, and carry the day, must 
hold it fast, and in it do his whole duty, bravely, faith- 
fully, and unto death; so must we ourselves stand 
firmly, each man to his post, and there fight the good 
fight, and do the faithful work, believing that, even 
if we fall, the victory still is sure. It would be almost 
an endless task to count up the number of human 
conquests, even during the time which is covered by 
the history of your corps. Two hundred and thirty- 
one years have sufficed to change the aspect of the 
world. By what toils and sacrifices the victories 
have been achieved we all know. It is certainly a 
gratification for you also to know that you and your 
comrades have shared equally in the toils of the con- 
flict and the glory of the victory. In these more re- 
cent days of struggle, you can count your own heroes 
and martyrs, whose lives and deaths have glorified 
your history. Honor to the living! Peace to the 
dead! Thanks be unto God for their virtue, 
their valor, and their trust! Quiet be the rest of 
those who sleep well, after duties faithfully per- 
formed! Enshrined within your hearts their mem- 
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ory! They have bequeathed to you the example of 
their fidelity. 
“<Q heart, whatever lot to thee God gives, 
Be strong, and swerve not from a blameless way; 
Dishonor hurts the soul, that ever lives; 
Death hurts the body, that is kin with clay! 


Though duty’s face is stern, her path is best; 
They sweetly sleep who die upon her breast!” 


Close up the ranks, then. Let no one falter. Ad- 
vance to the certain triumph. Even death itself shall 
be swallowed up in victory. The watchword for the 
day, and for all life, is: “ WHATSOEVER IS BORN OF 
GoD OVERCOMETH THE WORLD: AND THIS IS THE 
VICTORY THAT OVERCOMETH THE WORLD, EVEN OUR 
Farru! ” 
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ANNUAL DINNER AT FANEUIL HALL. 


Ar the close of the exercises in the Old South Chureh, the 
Company formed on Washington Street, and marched thence 
to Fancuil Hall, to enjoy the Annual Dinner festivities. It 
arrived there about one o'clock, and half an hour thereafter, 
arms having been laid away, and preparation otherwise made 
for the banquet, the invited guests marched in and took seats 
at the tables, and were followed by the Company. 

Seated at Commander Carpenter’s table on the dais were 
His Excellency Gov. Claflin and staff, His Honor Mayor 
Shurtleff, Collector Russell, Hon. Josiah Quincy, and others. 
At the small table at the left were Gen. Banks, Gen. Devens, 
Hon. Marshall P, Wilder, General Lippitt, and others. 


Many distinguished gentlemen occupied seats at the tables in 
the body of the hall. * 


THE DECORATIONS. 


The decorations were unusually elaborate, and were ar- 
ranged by Sergeant Richard Friend, of the Ancients. The 
stairways were finely festooned with laurel-leaves, the main 
entrance being draped in the American colors, and suspended 
overhead were two large flags, in the form of globes. Inside 
the hall, from a large golden star fixed in the ceiling, where 
the chandelier usually hangs, sixteen tri-colored streamers 
reached to the pillars between the galleries and the ceiling. 
From this star immense garlands of flowers were also sus- 
pended. The galeries and windows were ornamented with 


bunting, and between the pillars were hung festoons of laurel 
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and roses. ate great eagle ewer the eastern gallery was sur- 
rounded with a ‘ nats of flags.” The decorations were very 
elaborate and beautiful, and the whole had an exceedingly 
brilliant and imposing effect. 

Around the hall, upon the faces of the galleries, were the 
portraits of twelve Commanders of the Corps, and over each 
a banner bearing his name. They were arranged in the fol- 
lowing order, from the right of the platform: Pierce, 1830; 
Tyler, 1832; Chandler, 1836; Howe, 1840; Stone, 1841; 
Thompson, 1843; Wilson, 1856; Chickering, 1857; Bailey, 
1862; Cowdin, 1863; Fox, 1864; Carpenter, 1869. Over 
the Commander’s chair was a large eagle, which some sports- 
man, who had successfully aimed at high game, had secured 
a few days before the anniversary. 

The floral display was beyond anything, liberal and fine. 
It was arranged by Mr. William Doogue, who, besides almost 
smothering the tables with flowers, used two thousand feet of 
laurel wreathing to decorate other portions of the hall. 


THE DINNER. 


The dinner was prepared by Mr. William Tufts, and was 
in all respects creditable to his skill as a caterer. At the 
twenty-two tables, set in the hall, eight hundred guests were 
seated ; but the generous provider had enough for all and to 
spare. 

Commander Carpenter called the Company to order, and, 
by his request, Rev. Augustus Woodbury asked the divine 
blessing on the banquet, in the enjoyment of which about an 
hour was spent, apparently in the most satisfactory manner. 


THE TOASTS AND SPEECHES. 


Shortly before three o’clock Commander Carpenter invited 
the attention of the Company to the intellectual portion of 
the festivity. He said :— 
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OPENING SPEECH OF COMMANDER CARPENTER. 
. 


Gentlemen: It falls to my lot, and is my great pleasure, 
to congratulate you on the happy return of another anniver- 
sary day, whereby the record of two hundred and thirty-one 
years is finished; and it is a renewed pleasure when I can 
look around me and recognize the position which this Com- 
pany holds in the community. In 1638, a score of noble, 
patriotic men, stimulated by a desire to protect and secure 
the liberties of the citizens of the old Bay State, accepted, at 
the hands of Governor Winthrop, a charter giving them such 
power as might well have been questioned, had not the per- 
sons been known and well tried, — men who were considered 
as the “strongest bulwark of civil society; noble instances 
of sublime piety and martial accomplishments, equally quali- 
fied to adorn the church by their exemplary virtue, and de- 
fend it with their valor.” To such men it was also voted 
“that no officer be put upon them but by their own choice.” 
The most liberal interpretation of the word “confidence” 
was placed in them by those in executive authority. 

This, gentlemen, is our heritage, and we ask each other 
to-day — Are we feeling the important trust which has thus 
been bequeathed to us? We can sce the encouragement 
given us, the respect paid to us, when we look around this 
table to-day, and recognize the chief executive officer of the 
Commonwealth, the chief executive officer of our own city, 
as well as many other distinguished men, on whom the coun- 
try, State, and city have bestowed honors. (Applause. ) 

The Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company is claimed 
as one of “the institutions” of the United States, but cher- 
ished by Massachusetts especially. It is expected, gentle- 
men, that this institution shall be perpetuated; and I am 
proud to-day to know that the military spirit of our city is in 
sympathy with us. (Cheers.) We are to-day, perhaps, 
only a social military organization, although composed, for 
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the most part, of officers and soldiers, either formerly or at 
present connected with the various military bodies of our 
State Militia. This spirit of sociality is our great feature, 
and under its influence we increase in numbers as the years 
roll on. (Cheers.) The influence of an organization like 
this can always be of ‘great good; and, as in years not long 
since, it sent from its roll many brave men, some of whom in 
action passed to a brighter sphere, so, if occasion should re- 
quire, which all good men would regret, it may again have 
that opportunity. (Applause. ) 

The courtesies extended us by those in authority should 
always have the effect to prompt us, as individuals, to respect 
that authority, and as citizens to acknowledge the supremacy 
of law. (Applause. ) 

As this is probably the last opportunity I shall have of ad- 
dressing you as your commander, allow me to express to each 
and all of you my sincere thanks for the respect and courtesy 
which have always been shown me; and in retiring to the 
ranks, I do so with a renewed interest in the success of an 
institution which, I trust, will ever merit and receive the re- 
spect and support of the citizens of Massachusetts. > (Ap-. 
plause. ) 


Commander Carpenter closed with the following senti- 
ment : — 


“The Members of the Ancient and Hor 


norable Artillery Company. — May 
they alw: 


ays acknowledge the Supremacy of the laws, and believe that the 
best patriot is he who most cheerfully obeys them.” 


In the absence of the chosen toast-master, Col. Horace C- 
Lee, Commander Carpenter called on Lieut. George H. Allen 
to announce the toasts, which duty he commenced by giving : 


“ The President of the United States. — Placed by the suffrages of a grate- 
ful people at the head of the nation he has Preserved, may his victories of 
peace be as grand as his victories of war.” 


Applause, and “ Hail Columbia” by the band. 


\ 
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A miniature fort, composed of fireworks, was then set on 
fire on the Commander’s table, and made quite a brilliant dis- 
play, ending in the discharge of thirteen diminutive guns in 
the fort. 

Hon. Thomas Russell, Collector of the Port, was then in- 
troduced by the Commander, and greeted with hearty ap- | 
plause. He responded as follows: — 


RESPONSE OF COLLECTOR RUSSELL. 


Mr. Commander: I gladly respond to a sentiment to 
which every true American heart instinctively responds. In 
honoring the President we honor the representative of the 
power, the liberty, the glory of the whole nation; and it is 
not the voice of party, it is the voice of the people that cries, 
“God save the President of the United States!” (Cheers. ) 
But we pay especial honor to the Chief Magistrate, when he 
is the man, to whom, under Heaven, we owe the preserva- 
tion of our Government. And, therefore, when President 
Grant shares our Musical Jubilee, — above the notes of the 
organ, the voices of the chorus, the clang of a hundred an- 
vils, the peal of a hundred bells, above the roar of a hundred 
guns, — he will hear the shouts of the people, “God bless 
great General Grant!” (Cheers.) His life illustrates the 
peculiar strength of our Republic. We do not place our 
faith in a standing army, threatening the liberty and wasting 
the wealth of the country. Our defenders are found where- 
ever there is a stout arm ora loyal heart. America gives to 
her children such military training as she can. In quiet 
times, their industry adds to the treasure of the country, 
which, in war, our people lavish as freely as their blood. 
Thus, in peace they prepare for war; and, when war comes, 
from every quiet dwelling, from every home of labor, they 
flock to the standards of the Republic. It was the motto of 
Israel's youthful champion: “I took thee from the sheepfold, 
and from following thy sheep.” So,.in the day of peril to 
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our Israel, from field and factory, from printing-office and 
lawyer’s office, from the workshop of the mechanic, from the 
tanyards of Galena, the God of our fathers summons the 
champions, to whom. the deliverance of the State has been de- 
creed. (Loud applause. ) : 

Again, we honor the President, because we know that in 
his hands the honor of the country is safe. No fawning to 
foreign powers, no flattery of the associates of rebels, no ane 
sulting or absurd demand; we believe that a firm, quiet alte 
dication of our rights will be his policy. And to a just claim, 
backed by Ulysses Grant, backed by the whole American 
people, no government on earth can be deaf. (Applause. ) 
And herein is our security for peace. It is:to be secured, not 
by cowardice, not by truckling to power. By the manly as- 
sertion of justice, without boasting or bullying or threaten- 
ing, we shall have peace. (Cheers. ) 

When we pay our honors to America, it is not alone or 
chiefly to her extent of territory, to her thirty-seven or thirty- 
eight States, to her expanding population ; — these are but the 
shadow of our country. American ideas, the right to lib- 
erty, the equality of man: “Tumse arg HER SUBSTANCE, 
SINEWS, ARMS, AND STRENGTH.” (Cheers.) It was the merit 
of General Grant to demand a recognition of these ideas at 
atime when many statesmen trembled at the thought of jus- 
tice, and when even President Lincoln withheld the promise 
of emancipation. And we cannot better honor the President 
than by repeating his words, spoken when words were things: 
“HUMAN LIBERTY, THE ONLY TRUE FOUNDATION FOR HUMAN 
GOVERNMENT.” (Applause. ) 

One word more: In that sentiment, as in a germ, is con- 
tained a yet broader sentiment, with which I close: Human 
EQUALITY, THE TRUE FOUNDATION OF HUMAN LAW; THE TRUE 
LAW OF SOCIAL LIFE. 


After the applause which followed J udge Russell’s speech, 
the second regular toast was read, as follows: — 
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“ The Commonwealth of Massachusetts. —Her record in 1775, 1812, and 
1861 bears testimony of her devotion to the cause of freedom, which will 
ever place her in the front rank of the patrfotic States of the Union.” 


“Yankee Doodle ” by the band. 


His Excellency Governor Claflin was then introduced, and 
was received with three, cheers, after which he responded as 
follows : — 


RESPONSE OF GOVERNOR CLAFLIN. 


Mr. Commander: I should rise with diffidence, in this 
presence, did I not know that the most cordial sympathy is 
always extended to any one who, from official position, is 
called upon to answer the sentiment in behalf of our beloved 
Commonwealth. Iam glad to greet you and the gentlemen 
of the institution whose history is almost coeval with that of 
the State. The people have you in grateful remembrance for 
the good work done in keeping up the military spirit which, 
from long-continued peace, had declined here, and nearly 
died out in our neighboring States, previous to the great re- 
bellion. We are a military people, though much preferring 
the arts of peace, as all nations will when the people rule. 
We are a military people, as has been fully demonstrated, 
though far from desiring or loving war. We prefer the arts 
of peace, and, as in the past, it will take great provocation 
to drive us to arms; still, in the future, we shall be ready, if 
the necessity comes. Through the foresight and energy of 
my honored predecessor, General Banks (cheers), and your 
honored predecessor, Mr. Commander, who has recently re- 
turned to your ranks, after most honorable command, the 
State was in excellent condition to meet the great contest, as 
compared with other States; yet for months after the attack 
on Fort Sumter, we could not believe that there was to be 
any real war. When, however, it was seen that the power 
of the nation must be used to its utmost, there was no hesi- 
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tation here. Such will be the case again, if necessity comes. 
But, I believe, there will be no necessity, although our friends 
across the water seem to be somewhat disturbed by the speech 
of one of our distinguished senators. The trouble is that 
they do not like the condition of things, so far as they them- 
selves are concerned. (Applause.) It is unpleasant, often- 
times, to realize that we are in an unfortunate position through 
our own negligence, or something worse. ‘This is their posi- 
tion. There is a wonderful change, however, in their tone. 
A year since they would not listen a word to the idea that 
they were to pay for any of our losses by their Alabama and 
other cruisers from their ports; but now they are ready to 
bay, but not to apologize. Well, we can wait till their Eng- 
lish sense, quickened by a full knowledge of our power and 
resources, shall lead them to accord us full justice. Nobody 
here wants war, or expects to demand justice, even at the 
cannon’s mouth ; but we cannot be deterred from placing be- 
fore the world our estimate of the course of a nation whose 


“neutrality we had a right to expect in our great civil contest. 


We have established freedom on the basis of justice, and in 
the end we believe that all our just demands will be accorded 
tous. (Loud applause. ) 

Mr. Commander, your institution, like our State, is an- 
cient; but yet it shows the energy of youth, and year after 
year as you meet here, you will have occasion to be proud of 
her prosperity and glory ; and I have no doubt that when my 
successors are called upon annually to answer in her behalf, 
they will find as good reasons to congratulate your ancient 
and honorable company then as I have this day. 


After applause and “Hail to the Chief!” which followed 
the Governor’s speech, the third regular toast was read, as 
follows : — 


“* The City of Boston. —The hub of the wheel of progress.” 


Applause, and “ Home, Sweet Home,” by the band. 
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His Honor Mayor Shurtleff was then introduced, and spoke 
as follows : — 


REMARKS OF MAYOR SHURTLEFF. 


Mr. Commander: The city of Boston would do injustice 
to the hereditary good-will and esteem it has always had for 
your ancient institution were it not to be represented here to- 
day ; and it is, therefore, that I rise with much pleasure to 
respond to the kind sentiment which has just been announced, 
and which, I am pleased to note, has been so enthusiastically 
received by the gallant soldiers under your command. My 
associates of the city government would rightfully chide me 
for a gross dereliction of duty in not faithfully representing 
them here on this pleasant and time-honored occasion, were L 
not to return to you, and your associates, our most cordial 
thanks for your civilities to-day, and to express to you our 
keen sense of obligation for the favors which you and your 
predecessors have always extended to the city authorities. 
(Applause. ) 

Your corporate existence reaches back into the past more 
than two hundred and thirty-one years; and yet scarcely has 
ever a year passed by, during this long period of time, with- 
out a gathering of your clan in martial array, to remind Bos- 
tonians of the good old days of their fathers, and to astonish 


\ 
the rising generation with the appearance of your ranks, 


filled almost to overflow with social and loyal citizens, good 
soldiers, and well-trained ancient and honorable gentlemen, 
Wearing, indeed, to our modern eyes, a most formidable out- 
ward appearance, but inwardly possessing the most peaceable 
and kindly disposed feelings. (Laughter and cheers.) It is 
So recently, gentlemen, that I alluded to the ancient renown 
of your most distinguished and gallant first commander, the 
redoubtable Captain Robert Keayne, that you will rejoice, I 
know, to let me pass by without detaining you with any prosy 


accounts of his valiant achievements, either in capturing the 
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formidable foe of his well-cultivated kitchen garden, that his- 
torical grunter, or in his legislative and judicial warfare with 
that indomitable female, who may be truly considered the 
first successful assertor of woman’s rights in pilgrim New 
England. (Laughter and applause.) I can easily imagine, 
even if I do not plainly perceive it by your motions, the 
great danger there would be in keeping you here any longer 
from the field of your pristine glory, — the Boston Common, 
— where, I have no doubt, you are all eager to exhibit your 
martial bearing and prowess before the assembled multitude, 
and to stand in gallant array before the Governor when he 
shall keep good the famous old custom of taking his seat, and 
of delivering the much-prized insignia of office to the new 
honorati of the company. 

But, before I take my seat, let me express to you the great 
satisfaction which it gives me personally to be with you on 
this occasion. For I am one of those who most sincerely 
believe in and respect your institution as of the ancient days, 
and as honorable by its illustrious record of the deeds of the 
olden time, performed by our noble and self-sacrificing fore- 
fathers. In your ranks have been transmitted to us, from the 
first coming of these our worthy forefathers to this once 
barren and unfertile peninsula, the germ of the truest military 
feeling and discipline. While the fires which elsewhere were 
burning out, and gradually becoming extinguished in the 
breasts of those who should always have fed and encouraged 
them, you, with the old feelings of patriotism and sterling 
loyalty, kept them brilliant, nourished by your own ardor and 
warmth; and the full ranks, and the commendable spirit 
which is so discernible in your institution, give a prestige of 
your future harmony as great as it now is, and of the glory 
which from year to year, as time shall pass away, will con- 
tinue to fill the pages of your honorable record. Allow me 
to propose as a sentiment : — 


“ The Artillery Company and Faneuil Halt. —Long may this ancient and 
honorable corps continue in its present healthy and prosperous condition 
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to give its most hearty and social rock to the glorious old Cradle of Lib- 
erty!” 


After the applause which followed Mayor Shurtleff’s re- 
marks, the fourth regular toast was read, as follows : — 


“The Chaplain of the day. —'The lessons of religion, patriotism, and 
good citizenship which have been given us to-day are worthy of our high- 
est Consideration, and should make us better soldiers and better men.” 


Applause, and “ Pleyel’s Hymn” by the band. 


Rev. Mr. Woodbury was then introduced, and was very 
warmly greeted. He spoke as follows: — 


REPLY OF REV. AUGUSTUS WOODBURY. 


Mr. Commander and Gentlemen of the Ancient and Honor- 
able Artillery Company: I have to express to you my 
grateful acknowledgments for the kind reception which you 
have accorded to me to-day. I regard it as no slight honor 
which you have conferred upon me, in inviting me to address 
you upon the occasion of your present parade. If I have 
spoken to your satisfaction, I feel that I have been amply re- 
warded. Coming to your anniversary from beyond the lim- 
its of your State, I still feel that I am one with you in its 
observance. Massachusetts born and bred, I cherish an ex- 
ceeding interest in all that pertains to the character and his- 
tory of this ancient Commonwealth, and particularly in all 
which belongs to your organization, dating back to the early 


times of.the colonial history of New England, and almost. 


coeval with the settlement of Massachusetts itself. It is but 
commonplace to speak of your State as standing in the front 
rank of our American civilization. yen those who in past 
time have attempted to malign her, have, in their very oppo- 
sition, acknowledged her superiority. (Applause. ) When 
I look over the length and breadth of the land, and perceive 
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the extent of those grand conquests which the American peo- 
ple have achieved, in subduing the wilderness, and bringing 
savage nature and savage man in subjection to the needs of 
civilized humanity, I also perceive the influence which Mas- 
sachusetts ideas and Massachusetts principles have exerted in 
moulding the character of the American state. Let any one 
say what he will, it was here that the seeds of genuine liberty 
were first planted in the soil of the western continent. (Ap- 
plause.) It is true that these statements are not always re- 
ceived with a complete assent. But practical results are the 
best judge of principles of action. Other parts of the coun- 
try have tried the application of principles of a different 
character, with far different results. I recall the fact that 
nearly at the same time when the Pilgrim fathers landed at 
Plymouth, a Dutch trading-vessel landed a cargo of slaves at 
the settlement of Jamestown, in Virginia. What a different 
growth from these differing principles! Side by side they 
sprang up and grew together, until, in our day, the sturdy 
plant of liberty for man overtopped and choked the noxious 
weed of slavery, and spread its healing leaves over all the 
Jand! All honor, then, to those who settled along these 
beautiful shores, and, through trials bravely borne, and con- 
quests heroically won, made the name of Massachusetts the 
synonyme of all that is noble, just, and true! (Cheers. ) 


Mr. Woodbury, after alluding to the manner in which these 
principles were represented by ite association whose anniver- 


sary was now commemorated, closed ‘with the following sen- 
timent : — 


« The Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company. — Ancient in years, 
honorable in action, always young in heart.” ; 


The next regular toast was : — 


“ Our Past Commanders. — May they live long and prosper.” 


Se 


v= 
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Hon. Josiah Quincy responded as follows : — 


SPEECH OF HON. JOSIAH QUINCY. 


Mr. Commander: A gentleman who commanded this 
corps forty years ago has certainly lived long, whether he 
has prospered or not. I cannot help, sir, looking back a 
little on those times. When General Lafayette revisited this 
country after an absence of forty years, and I heard Edward 
Everett tell him that during that period “ Lincoln and Greene, 
and Knox and Hamilton had gone; that the heroes of York- 
town and Saratoga had fallen before the only foe they could 
not meet,” forty years appeared to me to be a period of great 
length ; yet the same time has elapsed since I took command 
of this venerable corps. As I look back upon it the time 
seems short; but how much has been crowded into that nar- 
row space! Many of the soldiers before me, veterans ina 
bloodier and nearly as protracted war as that of the Revolu- 
tion, were then unborn. The locomotive had not been in- 
vented ; the whole railway system of the United States was 
within the limits of the town of Quincy. There was not a 
steamship upon the ocean. The magnetic telegraph had not 
been dreamed of; the anesthetic effects of ether had not 
been discovered; Buffalo was the far west; the territories 
beyond the Mississippi were unknown, and the black and im- 
penetrable cloud of slavery brooded hopelessly over the 
South. Standing again in the presence of the Commander- 
in-Chief, and of the representatives of the militia, I would 
speak of the wisdom of this organization as illustrated by a 
single reminiscence. When in attendance on Governor Lin- 
coln, on an occasion like the present, I heard a sermon by the 
Rey. John Pierpont. His text was 1 Corinthians, 9th chap- 
ter and 7th verse: “ Who goeth a warfaring, at any time, at 
his own charges.” His first sentence was, ‘‘ Every member 
of the Massachusetts militia;” and then dilated on the ex- 
pense, the folly, and the uselessness of the whole system. 
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(Laughter.) His sermon was applauded by the unthinking, 
who supposed that the millennium had come, when men 
should study war no more. But time convinced them of their 
error. The blast of war blew the spark that had been pre- 
served in your organization into a flame. At midnight, on 
the 15th of April, 1861, Abraham Lincoln called ‘upon Mas- 
sachusetts to protect the capital. John A. Andrew tele- 
graphed for troops, and on the 16th there were four regiments 
in the city of Boston. Their march to Washington is a mat- 
ter of history. The enthusiasm with which the pioneer regi- 
ment was received was immense. Philadelphia was in a 
panic; the most exaggerated accounts prevailed ; Washing- 
ton was taken; Baltimore had joined the rebels; Jeff Davis 
and his crew were marching on the city, and they were en- 
tirely unprepared. At that moment, as one of her citizens 
informed me, they were startled by the sound of military 
music, and a thousand well-armed, well-uniformed men 
marched with the steady tramp of veterans on their way to 
Washington. (Loud applause.) They knew not that these were 
the advance guard of one hundred and seventy thousand men 
from Massachusetts, who were to march for the protection of 
the Union; but they felt that there was as least a barrier that 
might resist for a time the advancing columns of the foe, and 
give them time to make the necessary preparation for his re- 
ception. (Renewed applause.) A member of the regiment 
wrote home, “They rushed into our ranks, threw their arms 

round the necks of our soldiers, and emptying their own 
pockets seemed fairly beside themselves with joy.” A thou- 

sand men accompanied our regiment to Maryland, but re- 
turned when they met with resistance. They were as brave 

and patriotic as the sons of Massachusetts ; but they had nei- 

ther discipline nor arms. It seemed as if Providence had in- 

tended that none but the representatives of the Puritans, 

soldiers from Middlesex and Essex, should celebrate the an- 

niversary of the battle of Lexington in the streets of Balti- 
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more, and hallow the conflict by a baptism of the same blood. 
(Cheers. ) ; 

Again, Fortress Monroe was the key of Chesapeake Bay, 
and in fact of the whole Southern coast. It was armed, but 
had comparatively no garrison. The gallant commander ex- 
pected hourly an attack. On the twentieth of April a steamer 
appeared in the offing, filled with men. He doubted whether 
he should give them the reception of friends or enemies; but 
when it was signalized that they were three days from Boston, 
he and the United States veterans welcomed the militia men 
of Massachusetts as brave men welcome their fellows in the 
hour of danger. The guns were mounted, the ramparts 
manned, and Fortress Monroe was saved to the nation. 
(Great applause. ) 

Take another incident. Sixty years before, the harbor of 
Boston had received into her bosom the pet ship of the navy, 
on whose decks, slippery with blood, had stood the men who 
had proved that America would contest with Great Britain 
the proud title of mistress of the sea, Old Ironsides was in 
the harbor of Annapolis, in the semi-secession State of Mary- 
land. Her crew was not strong enough to defend her. Her 
commander, Captain Rogers, determined, if attacked, to sink 
her. The Massachusetts militia men arrived, Captain Dever- 
eaux’s company took possession, and the men who had 
manned “the fishing smacks of Marblehead, the sea-boats of 
Cape Ann,” navigated her into New York harbor, and the 
Constitution was safe. (Loud cheers.) 

Mr. Pierpont lived to witness all this, and to cheer on the 
Soldiers he had ridiculed with eloquence and song. Had he 
been called upon again to address this association, he might 
have preached from “ Wisdom is justified of her children,” 
and maintained that the readiness of Massachusetts at the 
commencement of the struggle was the turning-point on 
which the preservation of Washington, of Fortress Monroe, 


and perhaps of the Union, depénded. (Laughter and cheers.) 
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Our Puritan Fathers believed in military .and religious 
education. I give: — 


*¢The memory of those representative men, Captain Robert Keayne and 
the Rev. John Harvard, the arm of fiesh and the sword of the spirit.” 


Mr. Quincy’s remarks were very happy, and were very 
heartily received. At their close the next regular toast was 
read as follows :— 

“¢ The Militia of the Commonwealth. — The right arm which showed its 
power and the nation’s in the late rebellion. May it be liberally sustainea 
by the Legislature and encouraged by the citizens. Though a soldier in 
time of peace is said to be like a chimney in summer, yet what wise man 


would pluck down his chimney, because the almanac tells him that it is the 
middle of June.” 


Applause, and the “Bould Soger Boy,” by the band. 


RESPONSE OF GENERAL N. P. BANKS. 


General N. P. Banks was then presented, and was erected 
with nine hearty cheers. He responded in an eloquent man- 
ner. After alluding to the history and work of the Ancient 
and Honorable Artillery, and to some of the results of the 
war, he continued as follows : — 


One of the great results of the war which has just closed, 
and in which nearly all of us have participated, is to carry 
into effect the original idea of the founders of this govern- 
ment, to secure and maintain, uncontrolled by States in other 
parts of the world, the rights of the American on the Amer- 


ican continent (applause) ; and the day is coming when it’ 


will be the recognized principle of action throughout the 
world, that while Americans claim no right to control the in- 
stitutions of Europe, we deny and will resist any control 
whatever of ours. (Applause.) The European governments 
must withdraw from the American continent. (Applause. ) 
It will be poetic justice if Spain, the first to discover, shall 


Ty 


ti 
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be the first to vacate this continent. (Applause.) I regard 
the continued supremacy of Spain in the Gulf of Mexico as 
not only improbable, but impossible. Cuba is to-day, through 
the power of her people and the force of our example, an in- 
dependent State, and will remain so. (Renewed applause.) 
And after Spain shall have withdrawn, other European States 
will follow by the law of our example, and the strength of 
our advice, in the same way. (Laughter.) As Iam called 
upon to speak for the militia, and have suggested an idea of 
this character, I ought also to say that I do not look to war 
as the means of accomplishing these results. I am not for 
war. I have never been for war. Looking upon the world, 
as I have been able to understand it, I believe there is noth- 
ing which can be accomplished by force which cannot be ac- 
complished without it. States can be ruled without the 
sword; and there is nothing more true than the sentiment 
that in the hands of men truly great the “pen is mightier 
than the sword;” ideas more powerful than arms. (Ap- 
plause.) I do not look, therefore, to the organization of 
military forces and to armies, or to war, for these results, but 
as the inevitable and natural effect of our institutions and of 
the success of our government. And I trust that the day is 
near, when, in the providence of God, the good time may 
come when there shall be no force but public opinion, no law 
but absolute justice, and no permanent representative of mil- 
itary forces in the world except the Ancient and Honorable 
Artillery Company. (Laughter and applause.) 


The next regular toast was : — 


“The Judiciary. — The higher its standard of purity and intelligence, the 
greater respect and honor it receives from the public.” 


This toast was responded to, in a brief but exceedingly 
happy manner, by Judge Charles Devens, formerly Major- 
General in the Army of the Potomac during the late war. 
His remarks were received with great applause. 


i 


d 
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The eighth and last regular toast was then given as fol- 


lows : — 


« The Yeomanry of the State. — Like Cincinnatus, they are always ready 
to leave the plough at the call of the Government.” 


“Parmer” Allen, the well known philanthropist and orator, 
responded to the toast in his customary off-hand and pleasing 
style, and his few remarks closed the after-dinner proceed- 


ings. 
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PROCEEDINGS ON THE COMMON. 


Wrrt as little delay as possible the Company was formed 
in line, marching through Merchants’ Row, State, Washing- 
ton, Bromfield, Tremont, and Beacon Streets, and arrived at 
the Common a little after five o’clock, where they were re- 
ceived with a salute from a section of the First Battery, un- 
der the command of Lieut. Foster. The usual dress parade 
was then had, and after a review of the command by the 
Governor and staff, a drum-head election was held, resulting. 
in the choice of the following 


OFFICERS FOR 1869-7 . 


Captain — Brig. Gen. Samuel C. Lawrence. 

First Lieutenant — Sergt. Joseph F. Paul. 

Second Lieutenant — Sergt. John L. Stevenson. 
Adjutant — Capt. James A. Fox. 

First Sergeant — Capt. John Mack. 

Second Sergeant — Sergt. Thomas 8. Leland. 
Third Sergeant — Lieut. Samuel Hichborn. 
Fourth Sergeant — Lieut. William P. Lee. 

Fifth Sergeant — Lieut. Aaron F. Walcott. 

Siath Sergeant — George E. Hall. 

Seventh Sergeant — Sergt. James H. Rist. 

Biighth Sergeant — Charles J. Hayden. 

Ninth Sergeant — Capt. Daniel Cooley. 

Tenth Sergeant — Sergt. Winslow B. Lucas. 
Treasurer and Paymaster — Capt. John G. Roberts. 
Clerk and Assistant Paymaster — George H. Allen. 
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Quartermaster — Capt. Charles S. Lambert. 
Armorer — Capt. Richard M. Barker. 


The newly elected officers, in company with the retiring 
ones, then presented themselves in front of the marquee, and 
were duly, commissioned by His Excellency Governor 
Claflin. Another salute was fired, and the Ancients returned 
to their Armory under command of their newly elected 
officers. j 

‘As usual, thousands of people had assembled to witness 
these interesting exercises, as thousands of others will do 
every year on the return of the anniversary day of the An- 
cient and Honorable Artillery. 


